Bathurst House Has Links to 1808: Association Formed to Restore Building

(Bathurst, NB - February 3, 2010) - A scientific study of wood core samples from one of the oldest houses in Bathurst has confirmed remnants from an earlier, Acadian structure dating back to 1808.

The study, which was conducted by scientists from Mount Allison University's  Dendrochronology Lab (MAD LAB) in December, is "compelling evidence" of a direct connection to Charles Doucet, says Patsy Hennessy, a descendent of the Irish / Scottish Hennessys whose family has lived in the Doucet Hennessy home for nearly 100 years.

The wood core study was supported with funding from the Department of Canadian Heritage, Heritage Places Initiative and the Province of New Brunswick's Heritage Branch.

The Doucet Hennessy house has roots in Charles Doucet, the enigmatic Acadian patriarch who received a land grant from King George III in 1807 and built a home on the site where the house stands today. 

The Hennessy family always knew about the building's Acadian origins they were unable to pinpoint a date of construction. 

Ms. Hennessy and her cousin Melynda Jarratt, an historian who lives in Fredericton, worked their way through the archival records and found considerable documentation of the Doucet family beginning with Charlitte Doucet (also called Doucette), whose son Charles applied for a land grant in 1790. 

The 1790 petition to Lt. Governor Thomas Carleton was found at the Provincial Archives of New Brunswick in Fredericton along with the 1807 grant. Other deeds and wills related to the property over its lifetime were located in digital format through the local Service New Brunswick branch in Bathurst. 

Of particular interest was an image from the 1837 Kings Survey showing a hand drawn building of similar proportions to the current structure with the words "Charles Doucette" written beneath.

Speculation was that the existing house was built as early as the 1830's and added to over the years. But without the scientific evidence, "all we could do was guess." said Jarratt. 

Under the guidance of Fredericton-based John LeRoux, a well known architectural historian and author of "Building New Brunswick", the two cousins met with officials from the Heritage Branch and the Provincial Archives in September. The Heritage Branch agreed to a dendrochronology study to determine the year in which the house was built.

Conducted by Amanda Young and Ben Phillips of the MAD LAB in Sackville, the study showed that the beams in the attic, the main support beams in the basement and sills were harvested circa 1858. "This was at least twenty years younger than we believed," Hennessy says.  

But the study also revealed earlier samples from 1808 and 1811, she adds, and "point to the need for further physical analysis of the building and its field stone foundation" which the family believes may have supported the original structure built by Charles Doucet circa 1808.

Mr. LeRoux says the discovery of 200 year old wood in the basement support beams and their proximity to the 1807 land grant is a "fine correlation" and will be of great interest to historians who are studying the history and architecture of post-Acadian expulsion settlement.

Allen Doiron is Manager of the Provincial Archives where the cousins went to for help with their research. He said it is important to consider the historic value of the structure in terms of both the French and English speaking families who have called it home for the past two hundred years. 

"The Doucet Hennessy house speaks as much to the history of the Irish / Scottish Hennessys and their role in the development of Bathurst as it does to the Acadian Doucets who worked side by side with their English speaking neighbours throughout the 19th century," said Mr. Doiron. 

He added that with the scientific evidence provided by the Mount A study, research on the cellar is a "logical next step." 

Roland Doucet-O'Connell is a descendent of Charles Doucet's brother Michel. She's also the former Vice-President of the Doucet Family Reunion of the 2009 Congrès Mondial Acadien. Together with the Hennessys, she hopes the discovery of the 200 year old wood samples in the basement will unite the two cultures - one Acadian, the other Irish / Scottish - as they begin the process of restoring and renovating the building in time for the Congres Mondiale in 2014.

The families have already established the Association Doucet Hennessy Association, a non-profit organization whose goal is to "protect, preserve and restore" the Doucet Hennessy house. Ms. Doucet is co-Chair of the organization along with Patsy Hennessy. The Association is in the process of applying for charitable status.

"Our families may be different in terms of the language our ancestors spoke and our roots in Britain and France but our personal histories are deeply intertwined with this building and the community that grew up around it in the early 19th century." Doucet said, referring to the bilingual Acadian, Irish and Scottish settlers who built what is known as the City of Bathurst today. 

"We both feel a sense of ownership and emotional attachment to the house and the Bay of Chaleur and I can hardly wait to invite the Doucets back to New Brunswick for the 2014 Congrès and show them what we are doing with "uncle" Charles' home in Bathurst!" 

The Doucet Hennessy House is owned by the Estate of Beatrice Hennessy, who died in 1985 at the age of 95. Mrs. Hennessy, her husband Patrick and uncle, Manus Kane, ran a farm there after purchasing the land and house in 1914.
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For further information, please contact:

Patsy Hennessy / Rolande Doucet

Chair and Co-Chair 

Association Doucet Hennessy Association

506-548-5624 / 

Melynda Jarratt

506-440-4567

John LeRoux

johnnyleroux@hotmail.com

Allen Doiron

Provincial Archives of New Brunswick

(506) 444-4143

Mount Allison University MAD LAB

http://www.mta.ca/madlab/

506-364-3220

To download the Mount Allison University Dendrochronological Study, please click here (3 mbs)

http://www.doucethennessy.com/documents/Doucet-Hennessey-House-jan-20-10.pdf

To download the 1837 Kings Survey image, click here (high resolution 2.5 mbs) 
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